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1. 

The Strategic Vision

A bold commitment to high-quality English–
French bilingual education

– Designed to combine academic excellence with 
global citizenship

– Built on equity: bilingualism as entitlement, not 
enrichment

– Rooted in long-term sustainability and cultural 
authenticity





2. 

Why Bilingual Education?

Cognitive benefits: enhanced executive function 
and problem-solving

– Stronger metalinguistic awareness and literacy 
transfer

– Cultural capital for our diverse community

– Preparing pupils for an interconnected global 
future



Laying the Foundations

Clear curriculum architecture: structured build 
to 50/50 English–French model

– Strategic recruitment of high-quality bilingual 
practitioners

– Investment in CPD and pedagogical alignment

– Strong parental communication from inception





Curriculum & Pedagogical Design

Progressive immersion beginning in EYFS

– Parallel curriculum sequencing across both 
languages

– Careful knowledge mapping to avoid cognitive 
overload

– Cultural learning embedded beyond language 
lessons











Accreditation & Recognition

Accredited through LabelFrancEducation

– Strong partnership with the French Embassy

– Preparation for DELF certification in KS2

– International credibility and external quality 
assurance



Impact on Outcomes

Strong attainment in reading, writing and 
maths alongside French fluency

– High levels of confidence in oracy across both 
languages

– Pupils achieving DELF accreditation in KS2

– Successful transition to selective and academically 
rigorous secondary schools



Shaftesbury Park Reading Writing Maths Combined

At ARE+ 96% 96% 96% 96%

Greater depth 76% 47% 41% 41%

Wandsworth Reading Writing Maths Combined

At ARE+ 81% 76% 79% 68%

Greater depth 41% 18% 34% 13%

National Reading Writing Maths Combined

At ARE+ 75% 72% 74% 62%

Greater depth 33% 13% 26% 8%



Culture & Pupil Identity

Pupils describe themselves as confident 

global citizens

– Strong pronunciation, authentic accent and 
cultural awareness

– French theatre, enterprise events and 
international links



Challenges & Strategic Decisions

Recruitment and retention of specialist bilingual 
staff

– Maintaining equal status between both languages

– Avoiding dilution of curriculum depth

– Ensuring long-term financial sustainability

– Leadership lesson: bilingualism requires precision, not 
compromise



Beyond Our School: System Leadership

Developing a Wandsworth bilingual language hub

– Sharing pedagogy, resources and curriculum thinking

– Creating international partnerships across schools

– Positioning Shaftesbury Park as a centre of excellence



The Next Phase

Deepening academic rigour in both languages

– Strengthening transition pathways to secondary

– Expanding international and embassy partnerships

– Growing our reputation nationally as a flagship 
bilingual school

– Vision: excellence without compromise



Evidence Base & Strategic Partnerships

Research & Pedagogical Foundations:
– Education Endowment Foundation – language, metacognition & cognitive research
– OECD – global competence framework & multilingual learner data
– Cummins' Interdependence Hypothesis – literacy transfer across languages

– Accreditation & International Recognition:
– LabelFrancEducation accreditation (French Ministry of Europe & Foreign Affairs)
– France Education International – DELF certification framework

– Professional & System Leadership Links:
– Department for Education – National Curriculum alignment
– Ofsted – curriculum intent, sequencing & cultural capital framework
– Association of School and College Leaders (ASCL) – national leadership dialogue
– French Embassy in the United Kingdom – cultural and educational partnership



Thank you
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