


London: City of Languages
Webinar 1: Celebrating Languages across London – March 2026
Hosted by British Council.

Webpage: https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/past-event/webinar-celebrating-languages-across-london-march-2026/

The webpage has links to the presentations.

Speakers  
· Vicky Gough, (Chair) Philip Harding-Esch (Vice Chair) and Helen Myers (Secretary) – LCoL Steering Group. London City of Languages update and links shared – see below.
· Bunmi Richards, Head Teacher, Shaftesbury Park Primary School: The Development of Our Bilingual Stream
· Bernadette Clinton, MFL Consultant, and Raquel Tola Rego, MFL Consultant, in Hackney. Spanish in Hackney primary and secondary schools: ways of working together
· Josie Lyon, Assistant Headteacher, Ada Lovelace school and the NCLE Language Network Lead for Thames West Language Network- MFL teaching at KS2 and KS3: laying strong foundations at KS2, and identifying and eliminating literacy barriers at KS3
· Jessika Rabello, Portuguese as Heritage Language teacher in the UK, founder of the Brazilian Library- Casa do Livro. Supplementary Education in London-Casa do Livro case
· Michael Slavinsky, Languages for All: Thinking Strategically about Boosting A-level and degree-level numbers for languages

Summary of event generated by AI from transcript and subsequently edited.
Introduction - London City of Languages
Vicki Gough welcomed participants and invited them to use the chat for introductions and questions. She explained that the session would highlight inspiring language projects across London.

Helen Myers – Website + logo competition + poster competition
Helen Myers introduced the initiative’s aims: celebrating London’s 300+ languages, inspiring learners of all ages, and engaging families, schools, and communities. She noted their growing activity on LinkedIn and showed the website created over the summer.
Helen also summarised the recently completed logo competition, which attracted nearly 400 entries. Two winning designs—both featuring Tower Bridge—were chosen, coincidentally from schools on opposite sides of the Thames. The team visited schools to congratulate students, and a merged version of the two winning logos is being finalised.

Teachers told us how much students enjoyed the first competition, so a new one has been launched: a poster competition to promote the Summer Festival of Languages. Students are invited to design an A4 or A3 poster featuring the title London Festival of Languages – Summer 2026, a web link, a QR code, and any images or text they choose. Entries can be newly created or adapted from previous logo‑competition designs. Schools may submit as many posters as they wish, and uploading is quick and simple. The deadline is one week after the Easter holidays, and selected posters will be showcased in places like libraries and school noticeboards, with all others available to download and use.

Philip Harding-Esch: London Festival of Languages Summer 2026
Philip introduced a draft guidance document for the London Festival of Languages, inviting everyone to contribute ideas. The aim is to help schools, community groups, cultural organisations, businesses, and universities plan activities for the summer festival. The document includes example ideas for different settings—such as discovery classes, language cafés, quizzes, cultural days, cross‑sector collaborations, and events that already have a language angle. Participants are encouraged to email suggestions or planned activities so they can be included in the festival programme, which will showcase a wide range of multilingual events across London.

It was also noted that many cultural institutes and embassies have offered to run events during the festival period, open to schools and the public. These will appear on the festival page, where people can browse and join activities as they are announced.

14:08.425
Bunmi Richards – The development of a bilingual stream in Shaftesbury Park Primary School
Vicky  introduced the next part of the event: five speakers sharing their language projects. The first was Bunmi Richards, who presented the development of the bilingual English–French stream at Shaftesbury Primary School. She explained the school’s context, the strategic vision behind creating a genuine bilingual model, and the careful curriculum design, staffing, and parent communication needed to make it work. Pupils gradually move from 30% to 50% learning in French, with cultural learning embedded throughout. The programme has earned external accreditation, delivers strong academic outcomes, and has a powerful impact on pupils’ identity and confidence as bilingual learners. Bunmi also noted challenges such as recruiting bilingual teachers, and shared the school’s plans to develop a wider language hub. She welcomed contact from attendees.

27:01.375
Bernadette Clinton and Raquel Tola Rego – Spanish in primary and secondary schools
Hackney’s team described how their borough-wide languages project began in 2013, with all primary schools agreeing to teach Spanish at Key Stage 2. This has led to the highest GCSE Spanish uptake of any local authority, while secondary schools still offer a wide range of other languages. Hackney celebrates its 160 spoken languages through initiatives like Language of the Month, multilingual projects, and cultural events with embassies and community groups. A major focus is transition, ensuring secondary schools build on pupils’ primary Spanish learning through shared CPD, data transfer, joint lessons, and teacher exchanges. 

32:58.705
Hackney shared recent Primary to Secondary transition work led by Raquel, showing how primary and secondary schools collaborate to strengthen language learning. Projects now link multiple primaries with several secondary schools and even a special needs school, giving pupils in Years 3–6 chances to experience taster lessons, joint activities, theatre trips, and CLIL-style teaching. A highlight is teachers working in each other’s settings, with primary teachers teaching in secondary schools and vice versa, deepening mutual understanding and improving practice. Pupils also teach short lessons to older students, building confidence and celebrating their multilingual backgrounds. The borough’s strong collaboration continues to grow, with plans to extend Spanish teaching into special schools.

38:26.105 
Josie Lyon – MFL Teaching at KS2 and KS3
Josie described a year‑long project in Ealing focused on strengthening transition between Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3 through German. Her secondary team taught German in a partner primary school using free Axel Scheffler resources, built cultural links with a school in Berlin, and trained primary teachers to grow confidence in language teaching. The work also fed back into Key Stage 3, improving support for lower‑literacy learners and boosting motivation. At the other end of the pathway, they created a Key Stage 5 German course aligned with the European Framework to keep post‑16 language learning alive. She shared positive feedback from pupils, parents, and school leaders, and signposted useful free resources and networks.

46:44.645
Jessika Rabello – Supplementary Education in London
Jessica highlighted the vital role of supplementary schools in London’s multilingual landscape, drawing on her work with the Brazilian Portuguese community and her project, Casa, a community library focused on Portuguese. She explained that these community‑led schools provide heritage language and cultural education, academic support, and—most importantly—a safe space for identity, belonging, and confidence for multilingual children. They bridge home and mainstream schooling, support families in their own languages, and nurture cultural pride. Jessika emphasised that supplementary schools are not an “extra” but an essential part of London’s educational ecosystem, helping multilingual pupils thrive both linguistically and emotionally.  Heritage language schools face practical challenges such as securing premises and helping pupils access formal qualifications, but they continue to offer rich, empowering experiences. They prepare students well for GCSEs, create spaces where multilingual young people can develop identity and confidence, and run activities ranging from creative writing and multilingual film projects to book clubs, author visits, and community events. These schools act as cultural hubs, connecting families, universities, libraries, and local organisations, and showing how heritage languages can flourish across London.

59:14.705 
Michael Slavinsky - Thinking Strategically about Boosting A-level and degree-level numbers for languages
Michael explained the urgency of protecting access to A‑level languages, noting that falling numbers mean many state schools can no longer run classes, which threatens university language departments and the future supply of language teachers. He described how students face both attitudinal barriers (not seeing languages as “for them”, limited subject choices, difficulty) and structural barriers (schools unable to afford small A‑level groups). His organisation, Languages for All, works to tackle this by creating consortium teaching models and language trips, ensuring that motivated students can still study A‑level languages even when their own school cannot run the course. He highlighted the stark contrast between GCSE entries and the tiny number progressing to A‑level in some areas, underlining why coordinated action is essential.  Michael explained how Languages for All builds local hubs that allow schools to share A‑level language provision, ensuring that even a single keen student can still study French or Spanish. Each hub partners with a university and offers a combined package of academic teaching, enrichment, campus visits, and affordable residential trips abroad. This model turns languages into a clear pathway to university and makes A‑level courses financially viable for schools. Early results show more schools able to offer A‑level languages and more students progressing to degree‑level study. Michael emphasised that collaboration, consortium teaching, and long‑term planning are essential to keeping upper‑secondary language learning sustainable.

01:12:47.485 
Thanks
Vicky Gough closed the session emphasising how valuable it is to showcase the many inspiring language projects happening across London, and encouraged everyone to take part in the Festival of Languages, whether by running an event or joining one. The meeting ended with warm thanks to all speakers and attendees.

BC Webinar – 5 March 2026
Chat Highlights, Shared Links & Participant Reflections
Overview
This brings together the anonymised chat contributions from the British Council webinar held on Thursday 5 March 2026, celebrating the work of schools, communities, and partners across London City of Languages and the London Festival of Languages.

Introductions from Participants
Attendees joined from across London and beyond, representing:
· Primary and secondary schools
· Sixth form colleges
· Universities and PGCE programmes
· Supplementary and heritage‑language schools
· Cultural organisations and embassies
· Community groups and language networks
Languages mentioned included Spanish, French, Portuguese, Arabic, Mandarin, Polish, Turkish, Italian, Latin, Hebrew, and many more—reflecting London’s extraordinary linguistic diversity.

Key Links Shared During the Webinar
London: City of Languages
· Home: https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/
· Logo competition winners: https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/news-item/london-logo-competition-winners-announced/
· Poster/poetry competition: https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/activity/poster-competition-london-festival-of-languages-2026/
· Festival overview: https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/festival/
· Summer 2026 Festival: https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/festival/summer2026/
London City of Languages – LinkedIn
· Group: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/14911015/
· Organisation page: https://www.linkedin.com/company/london-city-of-languages/
Festival Event Highlight
· Where will languages take me?
https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/event-listing/where-will-languages-take-me/

British Council
· Find a partner school: https://www.britishcouncil.org/school-resources/partner/find-partner
Hackney Spanish First Initiative
· KS2–KS3 Spanish Transition Toolkit (ASCL):
https://www.ascl.org.uk/ASCL/media/ASCL/Help%20and%20advice/KS2-KS3-Spanish-Transition-Toolkit.pdf
NCLE (National Consortium for Languages Education)
· Language Educators Online (LEO): https://ncle.ucl.ac.uk/language-educators-online/
· Home, Heritage & Community Languages: https://ncle.ucl.ac.uk/focus-on-home-heritage-and-community-languages/
Heritage & Supplementary Language Education
· ALL: Home, Heritage & Community Languages:
https://www.all-languages.org.uk/research-practice/language-zones/home-heritage-community-languages/
· ALCE (Spanish Heritage Language Programme):
https://www.educacionfpydeportes.gob.es/reinounido/eu/alce/portada.html
· ALCE teaching units (A1–A2):
https://www.libreria.educacion.gob.es/search/?q=mis+unidades+de+espa%C3%B1ol
· ALCE materials presentation video: https://youtu.be/hFprkvYP7ho
Translation & Creative Projects
· Stephen Spender Prize (poetry in translation):
https://www.stephen-spender.org/stephen-spender-prize/
German Teaching Resources
· Wuschel Club (Goethe-Institut): (referenced in chat)
Oak National Academy
· KS2 French: https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/french-primary-ks2/units
· KS2 Spanish: https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/spanish-primary-ks2/units

Thematic Highlights from the Chat
Celebration of Bilingual and Supplementary Education
Participants expressed strong interest in:
· Bilingual French–English and Spanish–English models
· Heritage-language provision across London
· The role of supplementary schools in identity, confidence, and community cohesion
· Cross-sector collaboration between mainstream and community-led settings
Requests for Collaboration
Many attendees asked to connect with speakers to:
· Learn more about bilingual models
· Explore joint events
· Share resources
· Arrange school visits or university partnerships
Enthusiasm for the Festival of Languages
Participants were keen to:
· Submit ideas
· Run events
· Join existing activities
· Promote the festival within their schools and communities

Participant Reflections (Anonymised)
A selection of closing comments shared in the chat:
· “So inspiring! Thank you.”
· “Everything was amazing to watch and listen to.”
· “Fantastic presentations—thank you.”
· “Thank you for such an insightful session.”
· “A wonderfully uplifting webinar!”
· “Very hopeful things will get better—thank you.”
· “Gracias!”
· “Obrigada.”
· “Brilliant session—will definitely take part.”
· “Wonderful event.”
· “It was a great event!”
· “Very inspiring—many thanks.”
· “Thank you so much to all!”

Closing Note
The chat reflects the energy, generosity, and creativity of London’s language community. Thank you to everyone who contributed links, ideas, and encouragement - and to all who are helping build the London Festival of Languages 2026.
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