


BC Webinar – 5 March 2026
Chat Highlights, Shared Links & Participant Reflections
Overview
This document brings together the anonymised chat contributions from the British Council webinar held on Thursday 5 March 2026, celebrating the work of schools, communities, and partners across London City of Languages and the London Festival of Languages.

Introductions from Participants
Attendees joined from across London and beyond, representing:
· Primary and secondary schools
· Sixth form colleges
· Universities and PGCE programmes
· Supplementary and heritage‑language schools
· Cultural organisations and embassies
· Community groups and language networks
Languages mentioned included Spanish, French, Portuguese, Arabic, Mandarin, Polish, Turkish, Italian, Latin, Hebrew, and many more—reflecting London’s extraordinary linguistic diversity.

Key Links Shared During the Webinar
London: City of Languages
· Home: https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/
· Logo competition winners: https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/news-item/london-logo-competition-winners-announced/
· Poster/poetry competition: https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/activity/poster-competition-london-festival-of-languages-2026/
· Festival overview: https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/festival/
· Summer 2026 Festival: https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/festival/summer2026/
British Council
· Find a partner school: https://www.britishcouncil.org/school-resources/partner/find-partner
Hackney Spanish First Initiative
· KS2–KS3 Spanish Transition Toolkit (ASCL):
https://www.ascl.org.uk/ASCL/media/ASCL/Help%20and%20advice/KS2-KS3-Spanish-Transition-Toolkit.pdf
NCLE (National Consortium for Languages Education)
· Language Educators Online (LEO): https://ncle.ucl.ac.uk/language-educators-online/
· Home, Heritage & Community Languages: https://ncle.ucl.ac.uk/focus-on-home-heritage-and-community-languages/
Heritage & Supplementary Language Education
· ALL: Home, Heritage & Community Languages:
https://www.all-languages.org.uk/research-practice/language-zones/home-heritage-community-languages/
· ALCE (Spanish Heritage Language Programme):
https://www.educacionfpydeportes.gob.es/reinounido/eu/alce/portada.html
· ALCE teaching units (A1–A2):
https://www.libreria.educacion.gob.es/search/?q=mis+unidades+de+espa%C3%B1ol
· ALCE materials presentation video: https://youtu.be/hFprkvYP7ho
Translation & Creative Projects
· Stephen Spender Prize (poetry in translation):
https://www.stephen-spender.org/stephen-spender-prize/
German Teaching Resources
· Wuschel Club (Goethe-Institut): (referenced in chat)
Oak National Academy
· KS2 French: https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/french-primary-ks2/units
· KS2 Spanish: https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/spanish-primary-ks2/units
London City of Languages – LinkedIn
· Group: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/14911015/
· Organisation page: https://www.linkedin.com/company/london-city-of-languages/
Festival Event Highlight
· Where will languages take me?
https://londoncityoflanguages.org.uk/event-listing/where-will-languages-take-me/

Thematic Highlights from the Chat
Celebration of Bilingual and Supplementary Education
Participants expressed strong interest in:
· Bilingual French–English and Spanish–English models
· Heritage-language provision across London
· The role of supplementary schools in identity, confidence, and community cohesion
· Cross-sector collaboration between mainstream and community-led settings
Requests for Collaboration
Many attendees asked to connect with speakers to:
· Learn more about bilingual models
· Explore joint events
· Share resources
· Arrange school visits or university partnerships
Enthusiasm for the Festival of Languages
Participants were keen to:
· Submit ideas
· Run events
· Join existing activities
· Promote the festival within their schools and communities

Participant Reflections (Anonymised)
A selection of closing comments shared in the chat:
· “So inspiring! Thank you.”
· “Everything was amazing to watch and listen to.”
· “Fantastic presentations—thank you.”
· “Thank you for such an insightful session.”
· “A wonderfully uplifting webinar!”
· “Very hopeful things will get better—thank you.”
· “Gracias!”
· “Obrigada.”
· “Brilliant session—will definitely take part.”
· “Wonderful event.”
· “It was a great event!”
· “Very inspiring—many thanks.”
· “Thank you so much to all!”

Closing Note
The chat reflects the energy, generosity, and creativity of London’s language community. Thank you to everyone who contributed links, ideas, and encouragement—and to all who are helping build the London Festival of Languages 2026.
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